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Our first campus “Mulberry Tree Academy” began in
Tai Po in 2013 as an alliance of progressive
educators and parents seeking an innovative and
child-initiated form of pre-school education. Out of
this need, a unique programme was developed
based on the collaboration between Montessori and
Reggio Emilia inspired approaches. Today, the
Mulberry Tree Group of Schools is a dynamic,
creative, and welcoming community of inspiring
young learners, active parents, and passionate
educators.

About UsAbout Us



We warmly welcome you to our Mulberry Tree
Community where collaboration and co-operation are
central to our philosophy. At the heart of Mulberry Tree
lies a partnership between the school, the students and
their families. We are an inclusive community school that
nurtures and inspires young mi  look forward to being part
of your child's unique learning journey. 

Allison Lee



About UsWhy Mulberry Tree?

International and Multilingual

An Integrative Approach

We base our work with children on two educational philosophies,
Montessori and Reggio Emilia. Both of which are inherently child-
centred and holistic in their approach. Montessori educators
celebrate individuality and respect the child's innate capacity for
learning. We follow the Montessori Method in highlighting five main
areas of learning; Practical life, Sensorial, Mathematics, Language
and Cultural. The materials in our classrooms have been carefully
selected to engage interest and cultivate mastery in these subjects.

Crucially, Maria Montessori emphasized the importance of mixed-age
grouping as a tool for social development and peer-led learning. We
have a dedicated classroom for toddlers but also create regular
opportunities for children across ages to work together. 

Uniquely, we offer instruction in English, Cantonese and Mandarin
based on our current team of language facilitators. As new
facilitators with different native languages on our team, we
incorporate more languages into our curriculum. Teachers can move
freely between languages depending on the given topic or child's
needs. We welcome families from all over the world and celebrate the
identity of all our children.



About UsBest of Both Worlds
Younger children benefit from being exposed to more advanced work.
Older students demonstrate leadership and care toward others. Our
classrooms have a free-flow quality and children can move between
activities of their choosing. Whilst Montessori provides a very strong
platform, we wished to devise a curriculum that was even more
ambitious and creative. By integrating the Reggio Emilia approach,
we were more able to achieve this goal.
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Montessori Reggio-Emilia



Children are capable.
Children can discover and do things by themselves.
Children discover things in their own time.
Children own their emotions; they have the right to feel
whatever they feel.

Children move at different paces.
Children are naturally curious.

They ask questions and formulate answers to questions.
They don't need to know the answer from us right now.

Children are unbiased.
Children are decision makers.
Children can be trusted.
They are worthy of our respect.

Children are creators.
Children are scientists, and play is their research.
Children construct their own knowledge.
Children are independent and strong.

What's the Image of the Child?
By Loris Malaguzzi



Reggio educators are mindful of the multiple ways in which children
can express their understanding and creativity:

The child
is made of one hundred.

The child has
a hundred languages

a hundred hands
a hundred thoughts

a hundred ways of thinking,
of playing, of speaking.

One Hundred Languages

In this respect, we offer an emergent,
project-based curriculum. Art, drama,
movement, woodwork; the scope for artistic
expression is endless. Our campus acts as a
gallery showcasing the wonder and
invention of the child's mind. Learning is
often extended beyondthe classroom into
our garden, local village and regular field
trips. The environment plays a key role in
stimulating discussion and ideas for
learning themes.



Our curriculum is in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage
(EYFS) curriculum. In the United Kingdom, the EYFS is a statutory
framework that supports children’s development from birth to 5
years. It  appreciates that every child is unique, capable and
competent. It covers seven areas of learning including Physical
development, Personal, Social and Emotional Development,
Communication and Language, Mathematical development, Literacy
Development, Understanding of the World and Expressive Arts and
Design. 

About UsEarly Years Foundation Stage

Dr. Maria Montessori was one of the
earliest pioneers of educational practices
based on the ideas of EYFS. The central
idea of Montessori education is that
children have within them the power to
develop themselves in prepared
environment. The EYFS is based on these
four principles:



About UsThe Mulberry Tree Approach
The Mulberry Tree Approach is unique - The Reggio approach and
Montessori method share many of the same common beliefs and are
both committed to proactive learning and educating all-round
developed children. The Reggio approach focuses on learning within
a social context whereas the Montessori approach focuses on the
carefully prepared learning environment. The combination of the two
allows for children to be capable individuals with a sense of
autonomy, able to also work within a group and society as a whole. 

We need a highly adaptable approach to support our children to be
able to thrive in any environment in their own future. That’s why at
Mulberry Tree Academy we created our unique approach that
combines the best techniques and methods available in education.
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The Saturday Parenting Programme is for parents of infants
or toddlers to learn how to communicate with their child in
a better, more positive way. This session is held in our
infant/toddler room, designed for infants and toddlers up
to age 18 months. 

Filled with natural materials such as wood, mirrors, and
objects of different colours, shapes, and textures, this
space provides a safe environment for children to carry out
sensorial exploration, including by mouthing things they
find. They can crawl around safely with minimal supervision
as the parents receive advice and methods for positive
communication. 

Allison, our resident Montessori and Early Childhood expert
will be available to observe and offer advice, and address
any and all specific issues or questions you might have, as
your child plays and explores alongside you in this
Montessori inspired enchanting world for infants and
toddlers.

Saturday Parenting Programme



Between the ages 18-36 months, children are beginning to
learn about themselves as they interact with the
environment. Our Caterpillar and Cocoon classes aspire to
help every child feel loved and guided through a variety of
hands-on activities. 

Through trustful relationships with our facilitators and our
affectionate environment, children thrive as they learn to
develop their little personalities. Through different types of
active play opportunities, children are able to concentrate,
build resilience, and most importantly, enjoy their
achievements. We believe that children's personal, social
and emotional development is crucial for children to lead
happy and successful lives which plays a big part in their
cognitive development. 

Caterpillar & Cocoon Class



In the Pre-Butterfly Class children are able to investigate
and experience learning through a variety of adult-led
classes like Yoga, Music & Movement, STEM and
Gardening. During these lessons, children are able to
stretch their understanding of the world around them by
asking questions and making connections to their existing
knowledge. 

During the work period, children are encouraged to make
independent choices when selecting activities of their own
choosing. They are able to access materials and open-
ended resources to engage in projects, either
independently or collaboratively with their peers. 

Pre-Butterfly Class 



In the Butterfly class, we ensure that children develop a life-
long love for learning. Children at this stage are provided with
various learning opportunities to excel in Mathematics,
Literacy, Understanding of the World and Expressive Arts and
Designs. Aside from our daily adult-led activities such as
morning meetings, STEM, Gardening, Music & Movement etc.,
children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts,
enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of
materials and media. 

Our Butterfly curriculum is specially designed to help students
progress to primary school  and includes various activities that
are engaging and academically-stimulating for children.
Children in the Butterfly class are offered an array of learning
opportunities that are engaging and academically-stimulating
to help them transition into primary school with ease. The
afternoons are dedicated to helping children dive deeper into
their learning, and practice reading comprehension while
strengtheming their writing skills. 

Butterfly Class 



A Montessori Work Period is a block of time given to
children to engage in our prepared environment and
explore materials of their own choosing. The goals of a
work period are to help children strengthen their ability to
focus, become more independent and find deep
satisfaction with their work. 

During a work period (also known as a ‘work cycle’), there is
always a combination of children working independently
while facilitators give individual or small group lessons to
allow for deeper learning. Children are given opportunities
to engage in activities involving music and movement,
S.T.E.M ( Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics), Art & Expression and Gardening etc. 

Montessori Work Period



Students will be collaborating as they work on tasks and
class projects together. Writing journals, learning missions,
art pieces, monthly learning summaries will be used to
document their learning experiences during their work
period. 

Regardless of the level, the work period gives children a
chance to develop autonomy, be responsible for their own
learning and find genuine joy in the work that they choose. 

Montessori Work Period



Library & Nature Corner

Outdoor Play



Our Backyard

Our Garden



Understanding the world involves guiding children to make
sense of their physical world as well as the community. The
purpose of our field trips is to carry out research for on-
going projects and explorations in the classroom. Aside
from building important knowledge and vocabulary,,
children learn to be social responsibility as they learn to
take care of our community. 

Nature plays an important role at Mulberry Tree Academy,
and though repeated explorations in nature including
country parks, farms, beaches etc. children are able to
foster a love for Mother Nature and what it has to offer.

Field Trips 



Community Projects

Winner!

Beyond the classroom!



Montessori Birthday Walks

Sports Day



Spanish Cultural Night

Christmas Party



Family Picnic



Professional Development Day

School Collaboration with Hong Kong Academy



(Applicable S2 Cocoons & Butterfly students only)

When the kids arrive in the morning, they are sometimes hungry. We always
provide water, fresh homemade bread, hard-boiled egg, and orange. The
children prepare their own breakfast or snack and serve themselves when
needed. Eating independently fosters a sense of self-worth to better face
life’s challenges and an intrinsic motivation to learn. Through this experience,
we discover how capable children are when given opportunities that promote
independence. 

Local produce from the market. We source our meat
from Sadia. It has no added hormones and is a world-
wide trusted brand.
Some herbs and other ingredients come from our school
garden. 
Rice contains millet, brown rice, Jasmine rice and
quinoa.

 
 
 

 
Mondays

EGGS & VEGETABLES and RICE
 
 

Tuesdays to Fridays (except Wednesdays)

HEALTHY STIR-FRY AND MIXED RICE 
(1 type of meat 'beef/chicken/pork'

 & 3 kinds of fresh vegetables)
 
 

FOOD SOURCE

Food at Mulberry Tree



We understand separation can be a difficult experience for children and
parents alike. If separation anxiety is dealt with in accordance with the
principles of Attachment Theory, it allows for attachment and separation
as a natural process, which enhances security in life. 

When the child feels secure internally, he can focus on the external world,
rather than on his emotions. This allows for a space where the child can
learn, work, explore, and develop. If the process is handled
inappropriately, separation anxiety can have a negative impact on
development, the effect of which could continue on into adulthood. Thus,
we aim to make this transition as gentle as possible. 

We ask that one parent/caregiver remain with the child for the first 2
weeks. The presence of a familiar adult tends to reduce separation
anxiety and children quickly develop a sense of trust with our staff. By
observing children in this initial period, parents are able to gain greater
insight into our child-centred philosophy and see how we engage the
children. 

At the end of the 2 weeks, teachers and parents may meet to discuss
readiness for separation. If the child is still unsettled and it is in their best
interest, the settling-in period may be extended. The settling-in period
applies to children 2yrs and over. Unless advised by our facilitators,
children under 2 years old must be accompanied by a parent/caregiver.

Settling-In Period



We understand that each child is unique and we see the
parent as a teaching partner. For this reason, we ask that
parents attend our school tour to better understand our
philosophy and approach. 

If you wish to enrol your child, please fill up an application
form and submit all documents to us in person or by
email/WhatsApp (see ‘Application Procedures’ on the
following page). If your child’s application is successful, a
‘placement offer letter’ will be sent to you along with the
invoice, policy agreements, consent forms etc. 

The invoice will indicate the details of your payment as well
as banking details. In order for us to secure your child’s
place on the course, all fees and deposits must be paid
within a week (7 days) of the date stated on the invoice. 

All hard copies of the application forms, consent forms,
policy agreements and liability waivers must also be signed
and returned us at the same time on your child’s first day of
school. 

Admission Process



Admission Process

SCHOOL TOUR
Fill in application form with photo ID and attach your child's

vaccination record and birth certificate. Send via email or
WhatsApp.

.

Placement Offer Letter
Parent Guidelines
School Policies (agreement form, waivers and consent form)
Invoice

ENROLMENT 
Successful applicants will receive the following:

Please the school fee indicated in the invoice and submit all forms and
deposit slip via email/Whatsapp within seven (7) days.

SCHOOL INFORMATION PACK
Once we have received the above-mentioned information, families
will be sent an information pack containing details of what to bring

to school, instructions on how to use StoryPark etc. Don't forget to
watch our Parent Orientation Video before you start.

 
 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
Return all hard copies of the above-mentioned forms including
policy agreement form, waiver and consent form to the office.
Uniform, school bag and other miscellaneous items will be given to
students on their first day of school. 



At Mulberry Tree Academy, we focus on Key Physical, Emotional, and
Cognitive Developmental Stages:

How does Mulberry Tree Academy create a tailored learning
environment that is Child-Centred and also Mixed-Aged? 

As the environment is our “Third Teacher”, we provide a classroom and
curriculum designed around their specific needs and abilities. This allows
them to explore and learn at their own pace and on their own terms and
encourages mentorship where older children can work with the younger
ones. Learning comes as much from peers as it does from the facilitators. 

How does the school facilitate inquiry-based learning and inspire
creativity?

Our teachers are guides who facilitate the learning experience, so they are
called “Facilitators”. We use invitation and provocation to foster a child’s
innate curiosity, support the hundred languages of children for a full
expression of inner creative ability, and focus more on the process than the
result. Children have rights when it comes to their learning. The child is put
at the centre and is treated as a ‘knowledge bearer’ with an emphasis on
really listening to the children and giving ample time and space to children
to express themselves. They are encouraged to be ‘researchers’. Most of our
educational experiences take the form of projects, where children have
opportunities to actively participate, explore, and question things.

Frequently Asked Questions



How does the school apply positive discipline to enable
children to develop a sense of autonomy?

Although our children are respected and given a wide range of
choices, which is sometimes considered slightly out of the box
and unstructured, there are still boundaries for the classroom
that are constantly reinforced. In this way, the children learn to
regulate their own emotions and behaviour.

How does the school create a sense of order?  

Some objects and activities have exact locations on the shelves
in the classroom. When children are finished with an activity,
they have to place those items in the same place they found
them. It creates a sense of order, which has been proven that
children thrive in this orderly way. When there is neatness and
predictability the children can focus on the process of learning. 



How does the school implement hands-on learning?

We focus on hands-on learning based on concrete, rather
than abstract concepts. Children are allowed to explore
and discover with all five senses in a supportive and rich
environment where the children’s interests helped
determine the curriculum. All the activities they do inspire
further learning in various areas of study. They are
encouraged to focus on activities until they are mastered.
Children are allowed to ask their own questions and
discuss problems, which can lead the way for their
educational journey. It gives them a sense of ownership
over their own learning experience. Additionally, our all-
weather out policy ensures that children get the most out
of their learning, rain or shine. 

How does the school encourage cooperative play: 

Students learn to respect one another and build a sense
of community as well as respect their environment. 
 



What are the benefits of parental involvement? 

Children benefit in being equal partners with parents and
facilitators in the learning process. Everyone works
together to form a spirit of cooperation and building the
knowledge banks of the kids. Social collaboration is also
important so that children learn how to work in groups and
be part of a team. Parents are actively involved in the
child’s learning. There is also a very strong emphasis on the
social development of children as part of a community
and their relationships to other children, their families and
facilitators. 

How do facilitators keep track of my child's learning
and development?

This helps facilitators assess each child’s learning, develop
curriculum, and show parents their child’s progress. Photos
of children’s activities, displays of their work and even
transcriptions of conversations are displayed around the
classroom and posted on StoryPark. Everything is
displayed at eye level, so that the children can see their
own work and that of others. The environment that they’re
in is part of the learning process.



How will my child transition from Mulberry Tree
Academy to a more traditional approach, either at a
local primary school or an international school?

Through the Mulberry Tree approach, children have a
strong sense of autonomy which enables them develop
into confident adults that can adapt to and excel in any
environment. Our curriculum is emergent and we integrate
outdoor play, the arts, and other methods into learning,
and thus learning is not limited to academics in the
classroom. 

Our ambitious curriculum has everything the early years
setting wants children to learn in order to prepare them
for their primary years. Although Mulberry Tree Academy is
largely play-based, observations are done regularly to
ensure that learning takes place, as we support each child
in their optimal development.  

From the age of 4, our teachers will gradually implement
assessments according to the EYFS framework as well as 
 standards of the EDB, so that by the time your child
graduates, they will be best equipped to thrive whether
they continue on in the local or international stream.



If outside Mulberry Tree Academy, my child does not
encounter the same nurturing environment, do I need
to be concerned that they will find it challenging to
adapt?

Your child will graduate from Mulberry Tree Academy a
confident, multilingual child who can think independently,
who can and will stand up their rights or come to you for
help if they need to. Our approach will put your child in a
better position to handle any social or academic system or
obstacle that life presents in their future. Indeed it is
better to have a firm foundation at an earlier age when
the child’s personality, character, and mental and physical
development are still forming, than none at all, or at a
much later age, because it sets the tone for the rest of
their life. Your child will be able to adapt to the traditional
environment but still know their own mind. He will have a
researching mind that will keep on seeking and keep on
learning, because here at Mulberry Tree Academy,
learning is part of life.



Will my child be proficient in Cantonese, English,
and Mandarin?

Although we have a multilingual environment supporting
more than three languages, the primary languages of
our curriculum are Cantonese, Putonghua, and English.
Over time, because of this exposure, our students are
truly multilingual in these three primary languages. We
are able to achieve this because we give the children
many opportunities to listen to and speak in these
languages both with the Language Facilitators and their
peers.

“The child’s sensibility to absorb language is so great that he
can acquire foreign languages at this age [birth to three]. ” -

Maria Montessori



Parent Testimonials
"The Mulberry Tree Academy has truly been and
is still an incredible benefit for our family. Colin
has learned more than letters, numbers, science,
art, and music. He has learned kindness,
compassion, responsibility, and friendship.

"We are grateful for all your patience,
persistence and guidance given to Eartha
as well as parenting advice shared with
parents as well. Thank you so much for
making wonderful memories for our family.
It gave Eartha a wonderful start to her
school life!"

"The educators in school were all very
loving towards the children. Learning is
everywhere. The children learn and
remember better when presented in a fun
way! We have nothing but memorable
times at Mulberry Tree."

-Colin's Family

-Eartha's Family

-Riley's Family





 
+852 64604177

www.mulberrytree.com.hk
Email: mulberrytreehk@gmai.com

Tai Po Tau & Shui Wai Youth Centre, 
Tai Po, N.T. Hong Kong


